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Introduction

The examiners commented on the impressively high standard of many examination scripts.
Candidates have clearly prepared very thoroughly for this examination and should be
commended on their hard work and effort. Their achievements are especially impressive
since they have clearly coped well with the many disruptions that have occurred to their
education over the last two years. Many candidates and centres clearly used the Advance
Information carefully and this was evident in the high quality of answer seen to questions
such as Q6(b)(ii) (protein synthesis) and Q4(c) (osmoregulation). The mean mark on the paper
was higher than in 2019 and this is largely due to the use of the Advance Information.
Mathematical skills were very strong with most candidates being able to complete all the
required calculations. Practical skills were also very strong with most being able to describe
the biuret test for proteins although a number of candidates struggled with the use of the
hydrogen-carbonate indicator to investigate gas exchange in plants. The use of technical
language was generally very good, although candidates do need to make sure that they use
technical terms accurately - a small number appreciated that terms such as 'transcription'
and 'translation' are involved with protein synthesis but used them in the wrong contexts.
Most centres and candidates have worked hard over the last few years to practise the longer
answer questions that tend to use command words such as 'discuss' or 'evaluate' and the
examiners commented on the improved standard of answers to this style of question. A few
candidates continue to confuse command words such as 'explain' and 'describe’ - before
sitting the examinations, candidates should make sure that they are fully familiar with the
requirements of each command word.
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Question 1 (a)(i)

Most candidates were able to correctly name a greenhouse gas. A few candidates gave
incorrect examples such as carbon monoxide or sulfur dioxide, and others did not read the
guestion carefully and gave carbon dioxide. Methane was the most frequently seen correct
answer.

(a) (i) Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas.

State the name of another greenhouse gas (line 7).
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This is a correct answer that gained one mark. Methane was the most
frequently seen answer.

(a) (i) Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas.

State the name of another greenhouse gas (line 7).
(1)
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This answer is incorrect and so did not gain any marks. A significant
number of candidates stated sulfur dioxide confusing greenhouse
gases with acid rain.

(a) () Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas.

State the name of another greenhouse gas (line 7).
(1)
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This answer gained no credit. A significant number of candidates
incorrectly wrote carbon monoxide.
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Question 1 (a)(ii)

Many candidates gained at least two marks on this question. Mathematical skills were
generally excellent across the whole paper. Most candidates were able to calculate the
increase in mass of carbon dioxide and convert the units correctly. A few were unable to
convert the final answer into standard form and either did not convert the answer or gave
the wrong power of ten. A small number of candidates selected the wrong information from
the comprehension. Candidates should be careful to read all the instructions in questions, in
this example, several clearly did not read the instruction to convert the final answer into
standard form.

(i) Calculate the increase in mass, in kg, of atmospheric carbon dioxide in 2020
(lines 2 to 7).

Give your answer in standard form.

[1 gigatonne = 1000000000 000kg]
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This answer gained one mark. The candidate has correctly calculated
the increase as 18 but has not converted the units or used standard
form.
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(i) Calculate the increase in mass, in kg, of atmospheric carbon dioxide in 2020
(lines 2 to 7).

Give your answer in standard form.

[1 gigatonne = 1000000 000 000 kg]

) - (3)
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This answer gained one mark. The candidate has correctly calculated
18 but has not correctly converted the units.

International GCSE Biology 4BI1 2B 6



(i) Calculate the increase.in mass, in kg, of atmospheric carbon dioxide in 2020
(lines 2 to 7).

Give your answer in standard form.
[1 gigatonne = 1000000 000 000 kg]
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Increase in mass = \8"\6\3 kg
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This answer gained all three marks. The candidate has completed all
steps in the calculation correctly. The working is set out carefully and
clearly - an example of good practise.
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Question 1 (a)(iii)

Most candidates were able to correctly give two effects of global warming. Melting of ice, sea
level rises and habitat loss were the most commonly seen correct answers. A few candidates
simply stated that global warming would cause a temperature rise. Some candidates only
gained one mark as they gave the same concept twice, for example flooding and increased
sea levels - when asked to give a specific number of reasons, candidates should always try to
give distinct reasons.

(iii) State two consequences of global warming for the environment.
(2)
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This answer gained one mark for the melting of ice caps. The
statement about an increase in global temperature is not a
consequence of global warming.

(iii) State two consequences of global warming for the environment.
(2)
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This answer gained one mark for melting of ice. The loss of the ozone
layer is not an effect of global warming.
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(iii) State two consequences of global warming for the environment.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer gained two marks for habitat destruction and rising sea
levels.
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| Examiner Tip
When asked to give a set number of reasons, always give clearly
distinct reasons rather than similar ones.
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Question 1 (b)

This question required candidates to identify why growing the genetically modified plants
with additional suberin could reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide. Many excellent answers
were seen that explained that the plants would take in carbon dioxide and use it to make

Su

berin, a substance that does not decay rapidly so does not release carbon dioxide rapidly.

Many candidates also correctly recognised that the plants are perennials so do not
decompose each year. Most candidates were able to gain at least two marks with many going
on to get three or four. Some candidates did not refer to the removal of carbon dioxide by
photosynthesis and others gave vague answers that simply restated phrases from the

co

mprehension.

(b) Explain why producing genetically engineered plants with additional suberin in

their roots could reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide (lines 14 to 17 and
lines 19 to 24).
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This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that plants take in
carbon dioxide by photosynthesis.
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(b) Explain why producing genetically engineered plants with additional suberin in
their roots could reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide (lines 14 to 17 and
lines 19 to 24).
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This is a strong answer that gained four marks. The candidate clearly
explains that carbon dioxide is removed by the plants. They also
explain that because the plants are perennials and that suberin
decomposes slowly, there is a lower rate of carbon dioxide release.
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(b) Explain why producing genetically engineered plants with additional suberin in
their roots could reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide (lines 14 to 17 and
lines 19 to 24).

(4)
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This answer gained three marks for correctly stating that the plants

absorb carbon, convert it into suberin and this then decomposes
slowly.
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Question 1 (d)

Many candidates found this question challenging and did not appreciate that the question
was about osmosis. Strong answers that gained two marks explained that the high salt
concentration of the soil would reduce the water potential and so waterproof suberin would

prevent water loss by osmosis. A significant number of candidates incorrectly stated that the
role of the suberin would be to prevent uptake of salt.

(d) Explain why the additional suberin in the cell walls of the roots will make the
transgenic plants tolerant to soil with a high salt concentration (lines 26 to 28).

(2)
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This is a strong answer that gained both marks. The candidate explains
that the suberin prevents water loss by osmosis.
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Examiner Tip

If a question is about osmosis, always refer to the movement of water
from a higher water potential to a lower water potential (or a dilute
solution to a more concentrated solution). Don't write about
concentrations of water - refer to the salt or sugar concentrations.
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(d) Explain why the additional suberin in the cell walls of the roots will make the
transgenic plants tolerant to soil with a high salt concentration (lines 26 to 28). _.
(21
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This answer gained no marks. The candidate has not referred to the
movement of water or osmosis.

(d) Explain why the additional suberin in the cell walls of the roots will make the
transgenic plants tolerant to soil with a high salt concentration (lines 26 to 28).

(2)
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This answer gained two marks. The candidate has correctly stated that
the suberin prevents water loss by osmosis.
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Question 1 (e)

This question required candidates to suggest three reasons why micropropagation was used
to produce the plants rather than pollination. Most candidates were able to gain at least one
mark with many going on to gain all three. Common answers included: producing large
numbers of plants, producing plants that are genetically identical and rapid propagation.
Candidates do need to be careful with how they phrase their answers, high yield was not
accepted unless it was linked to the number of plants produced.

(e) Give three reasons why the scientists use micropropagation to reproduce the
transgenic crop plants (lines 24 to 25).

.‘\‘\
¢ { ResultsPlus
L Examiner Comments
This answer gained all three marks. The candidate has correctly stated
that micropropagation would be quicker, would produce genetically
identical plants and can produce large numbers of plants.
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(e) Give three reasons why the scientists use micropropagation to reproduce the
transgenic crop plants (lines 24 to 25).

(3)
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This answer gained one mark for the mass production of the plants.
High yield would not have gained a mark and no credit was given for
the ability to genetically modify the plants.

(e) Give three reasons why the scientists use micropropagation to reproduce the
transgenic crop plants (lines 24 to 25).

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer gained one mark for the idea that micropropagation can
be used all year, unlike pollination.
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Question 2 (a)

This question asked candidates to identify the independent variable in a practical. Most were
able to correctly state that the sterilisation of the soil was the independent variable. A few
candidates incorrectly stated that the presence of nitrate was the independent variable.
Candidates should be familiar with the terms independent, dependent and control variables.

The table shows the student’s results.

unsterilised present absent present

sterilised present absent absent

(a) Give the independent variable in the investigation.
(1)

_MResuItsPhs

Examiner Comments

This answer gained one mark for correctly identifying the independent
variable as soil sterilisation.

\ J

(a) Give the independent variable in the investigation.
(1)
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Examiner Comments

This answer gained no mark as the candidate has incorrectly identified
a control variable as the independent variable.
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Question 2 (b)(i)

This question assessed candidates' understanding of experimental design. Many candidates
found the question challenging and suggested reasons such as the need to provide bacteria
with water or gave vague reasons such as washing the soil. Some excellent answers were
seen that explained how the nitrate ions would be washed out so that any nitrates present at
the end of the experiment must have been produced from the added ammonium ions.
Although this is not a core practical, candidates should be prepared to comment on
unfamiliar experimental designs.

(b) (i) Suggest why the student poured water through the soil samples for five
minutes before adding the ammonium salts.

..... o .. 1amak

\( / ResultsPlus
/r--.\. Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer that gained both marks. The candidate
clearly explains that adding water removes the existing nitrates so that
any new nitrates must have been made from the ammonium.

A ResultsPlus
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Examiner Tip
Make sure that you know terms such as independent, dependent and
control variables.
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(b) (i) Suggest why the student poured water through the soil samples for five
minutes before adding the ammonium salts.
(2)
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This answer gained both marks.. The candidate correctly states that
the water removes the nitrates so that any nitrates formed must have
been produced from the ammonium.

(b) (i) Suggest why the student poured water through the soil samples for five
minutes before adding the ammonium salts.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This answer did not gain any marks. The candidate has mistakenly
stated that the water removes microorganisms.

.
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Question 2 (b)(ii)

This was a challenging question that was well answered by many candidates. The examiners
were impressed with the level of detail given by many candidates. Most were able to gain at
least one mark, often for stating that nitrates were present in the unsterilised sample. Strong
answers went on to explain the nitrifying bacteria would have converted the ammonium ions
into nitrites and eventually nitrates. Some candidates confused nitrifying bacteria with
nitrogen fixing or denitrifying bacteria. Candidates should take care to use scientific language
accurately, it is not enough to simply use scientific terminology if the context is incorrect.

(i) Comment on the results of the nitrate tests on the two soil samples three days

after adding ammonium salts.

(4)
I-. o ,Jt&, u.r.‘la;]'i..{ .‘lf"-:'—;cnﬁ ?.Tr&h-.\.....ﬁt‘.‘t;"\i".’;’.l-.ﬂ. &h".—.-if—.;.. DR u'.'u.\}i.?rh}:.'{—ih.. ;

N

\'.

|
J
et

\(/h{ ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This answer gained one mark for correctly stating that nitrates were
present in the unsterilised soil. No reasons for the presence of nitrates
are given.
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~_ Examiner Tip
Make sure that technical language is used accurately. It is not enough
to use key words if they are in the wrong context. For example,
candidates may refer to nitrifying bacteria but will not gain credit if
they are linked to an incorrect role.
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(i) Comment on the results of the nitrate tests on the two soil samples three days
after adding ammonium salts.

(4)
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This answer gained two marks. The candidate has correctly stated that

the unsterilised soil contains nitrates and that these have been made

from the ammonium ions. The candidate has incorrectly stated that
nitrogen fixing bacteria have produced the nitrates.

____ (Total for Question 2 = 7 marks)
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(i) Comment on the results of the nitrate tests on the two soil samples three days
after adding ammonium salts.
(4)
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This answer gained all four marks. The candidate has correctly stated
that there is nitrate present in the unsterilised soil and that the
sterilised soil has no nitrate as the bacteria have been killed. The
candidate also correctly states that nitrifying bacteria convert the
ammonium ions into nitrate.
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Question 3 (b)

Most candidates were able to complete the balanced chemical symbol equation. A few
candidates confused the equation for photosynthesis with the equation for respiration.
Some candidates were unable to balance the equation and a few were not aware of the
chemical formula for glucose.

(b) Complete the balanced chemical symbol equation for photosynthesis.
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This answer gained one mark for correctly giving the left hand side of
the equation. The candidate has given the incorrect formula for
glucose.

(b) Complete the balanced chemical symbol equation for photosynthesis.

(2)
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This answer gained two marks. The candidate has completed both
sides of the equation correctly.
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Question 3 (c)(i)

This question assessed candidates' knowledge of gas exchange in plants. Many candidates
correctly recognised that at low light intensities the rate of respiration was higher than the
rate of photosynthesis resulting in a net intake of oxygen. Some candidates recognised that
the photosynthesis rate would be low but did not relate this to the rate of respiration.
Candidates should make sure that they explain data fully.

(i) Explain why Chlorella takes in oxygen at light intensities below
10 arbitrary units.

(2)
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This answer gained two marks. The candidate explains that the light
intensity is low and so the rate of photosynthesis is lower than the rate
of respiration.

(i) Explain why Chlorella takes in oxygen at light intensities below

10 arbitrary units.
(2)
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This answer gained no marks. The candidate has not referred to how
the low light intensity has affected the rate of photosynthesis.
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(i) Explain why Chlorella takes in oxygen at light intensities below
10 arbitrary units,

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer gained two marks. The candidate has correctly explained
that the rate of photosynthesis is higher than the rate of respiration so
that the rate of oxygen consumption is higher than the rate of oxygen
production.
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Question 3 (c)(ii)

This question required candidates to look at the effect of increasing light intensity on the rate
of oxygen production. Candidates had to recognise that increasing the light intensity
increased the rate of photosynthesis until other factors limited the rate. Many candidate
scored at least one mark but few went on to gain all three. A significant number of
candidates recognised that other factors would limit the rate of photosynthesis beyond 55
arbitrary units of light but a few incorrectly stated that light would be limiting at that light
intensity. A few candidates correctly stated that at 10 arbitrary units the rates of
photosynthesis and respiration were equal. Some candidates did not give explanations but
instead gave descriptions of the data.

(i) Explain the changes in the volume of oxygen released as the light intensity
increases from 10 arbitrary units.
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This answer did not gain any marks. The candidate has given a
description rather than giving an explanation.

T4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Always read command words carefully. Do not confuse 'describe’ with

'explain’.
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(i) Explain the changes in the volume of oxygen released as the stity

increases from 10 arbitrary units.

(3)
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Examiner Comments

This answer gained all three marks. The candidate has correctly stated
that the rate of photosynthesis has increased and related this to the
rate of respiration. The candidate also goes on to explain that other
factors limit the rate of photosynthesis at 55 a.u.
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(i) Explain the changes in the volume of oxygen released as the light intensity
increases from 10 arbitrary units. &
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This excellent answer gained all three marks. The candidate correctly
states that the rate of photosynthesis increases and becomes higher
than the rate of respiration. The candidate also goes on to explain the
changes in oxygen release and the effect of other limiting factors.
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Question 3 (c)(iii)

Many candidates found this question challenging. Candidates were asked to use the graph to
calculate the volume of oxygen produced by photosynthesis. Candidates were required to
use the graph to determine the volume of oxygen used by respiration at zero light intensity
and add this to the net volume of oxygen released at 50 a.u. Many candidates were able to
determine the volume of oxygen released at 50 a.u. but only a few were able to use this to
correctly calculate the total volume of oxygen produced.

50
¢ mm=S
£
g 30
oxygen released | £
by Chiorella | E
:; 20
g "
5 9
0 10 0 30
£ 0 40 50
S Light intensity in arbitrary units
oxygen taken in _
by Chiorella 10
-20

(iil) The volume of oxygen released by Chlorella is the difference between the ¥OlumMe e f-

oxygen produced by photosynthesis and the oxygen taken in. 0, 9::‘:?_
ons
Use the graph to calculate the volume of oxygen produced in five minutesby _afFe Yy
photosynthesis at a light intensity of 50 arbitrary units. BG units.
(2)
2
38 mm?® —~ (~10)mm
- 28410
volume of oxygen = 41'8 mm?
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This answer gained both marks for correctly calculating the volume of
oxygen produced.
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Volume of oxygen exchanged in 5 minutes in mm?

oxygen taken in |

I
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(i) The volume of oxygen released by Chlorella is the difference between the
oxygen produced by photosynthesis and the oxygen taken in.

Use the graph to calculate the volume of oxygen produced in five minutes by
photosynthesis at a light intensity of 50 arbitrary units.

(2)
38 - 10

z QQW’

volume of oxygen=...2% . MM
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This answer gained one mark for correctly using the graph to
determine the volume of oxygen released. The candidate has
incorrectly subtracted the volume of oxygen used by respiration.
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Question 3 (d)

This question asked candidates to describe how the hydrogen-carbonate indicator could be
used to investigate the effect of light intensity on gas exchange. Some excellent answers
were seen that explained how light intensity could be changed, often by placing a lamp at
different distances. A significant number of candidates did not give a method for changing
the light intensity but simply stated that the light intensity would be changed. Many
candidates correctly explained the colour changes that occur when carbon dioxide increases
and decreases. Some candidates incorrectly referred to oxygen changing the colour of the
indicator and some gave incorrect colour changes. Many candidates correctly stated that a
control tube with no Chlorella would be used and others gave correct control variables.
Candidates should be careful to refer to volumes rather than amounts, for example, they
should state that the same volume of indicator is used.

(d) Describe how hydrogen-carbonate indicator could be used to investigate the
effect of light intensity on carbon dioxide exchange by Chlorella.
(3)
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This answer gained one mark for the correct colour changes. No
method for changing the light intensity was given.
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(d) Describe how hydrogen-carbonate indicator could be used to investigate the
effect of light intensity on carbon dioxide exchange by Chlorella.

IResuItsPhs

Examiner Comments

This answer gained all three marks. The candidate has correctly given a
method for changing the light intensity, has controlled the time taken
and has given correct colour changes.
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A\ ResultsPlus
\_') Examiner Tip
Make sure that practical details are given. For example, state how the

light intensity would be changed rather than just stating that it will be
changed.
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Question 4 (a)

Most candidates were able to gain at least one mark. A significant number of candidates
confused the urethra with the ureter and others gave spellings that were not clearly the
ureter. Most candidates had clearly prepared for this topic (excretion) as it was listed on the
Advance Information.

(a) Name the structures labelled A and B.
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This answer gained one mark for correctly naming the bladder.

(a) Name the structures labelled A and B.
(2)
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This answer gained no marks. The bladder mark was not awarded as
the candidate has referred to the gall bladder.
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(a) Name the structures labelled A and B.
(2)
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This answer gained both marks - both structures are correctly named.
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Question 4 (b)(i)

This question was well answered by many candidates and it was evident that many had used
the Advance Information carefully to prepare for this topic. Most candidates understood that
proteins are large molecules and many went on to explain that due to the size of proteins
they cannot leave the glomerulus or enter Bowman's capsule. Some candidates did not
mention the glomerulus or Bowman's capsule but simply referred to Area X and Area Y. Some
candidates gave descriptions of the data rather than explaining why there was no protein
present in the Bowman's capsule. Many candidates gained at least one mark on this question
and a significant number went on to gain two marks.

The table shows the relative concentrations of glucose and protein in the areas
labelled X, Y and Z on the diagram.

protein 100 0 0

glucose 100 50 0

(i) Explain the difference between the concentration of protein in area X and the

concentration of protein in area Y.
(2)

-

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer gained both marks as the candidate correctly refers to the
large size of protein molecules and why it cannot leave the glomerulus.
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(i) Explain the difference between the concentration of protein in area X and the
concentration of protein in area Y.
(2)

N\

%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark for stating that protein molecules
are large. No second mark was awarded as there is no reference to the
Bowman's capsule or glomerulus.

(i) Explain the difference between the concentration of protein in area X and the
concentration of protein in area Y.

i
ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer was not awarded any marks. The candidate has not
explained why there is no protein present in Area Y but has simply
given a description of the data.
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Question 4 (b)(ii)

Similarly to Q4(b)(ii), this question was well answered by many candidates. Most appreciated
that glucose is reabsorbed into the blood and many went on to give the location as the
proximal convoluted tubule and / or stated that active transport is involved. A few candidates
described the data rather than explaining why there is no more glucose present in the filtrate

in Area Z. Some candidates confused the proximal convoluted tubule with the distal tubule or
loop of Henle.

T (ii) ﬁplain the difference between the concentration of glucose in area Y and the
concentration of glucose in area Z.

N

| [
o

Y / ResultsPlus
/'--‘- Examiner Comments

This answer gained one mark for correctly stating that the selective
reabsorption of glucose into the blood occurs.
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" (ii) Explain the difference between the concentration of glucose in area Y and the Ay vy

concentration of glucose in area Z. E\S'e) tﬁi:—

IEOOSCROND. U NOUET D ol Oonase.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer gained both marks. The candidate correctly states that
glucose is reabsorbed in the proximal convoluted tubule.
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(i) Explain the difference between the concentration of glucose in area Y and the
concentration of glucose in area Z.

[

ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer gained two marks. The candidate correctly states that the
glucose is reabsorbed in the proximal convoluted tubule and is
reabsorbed by the process of active transport.
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Question 4 (¢)

Many candidates wrote very impressive answers to this question and it was clear that many
candidates had used the Advance Information effectively to ensure that they had a good
understanding of osmoregulation. Strong answers explained that osmoreceptors in the
hypothalamus detect blood concentration and lead to the release of ADH by the pituitary
gland. Some candidates referred to the hypothalamus but did not explain that the
osmoreceptors detect the blood concentration, instead referring to levels of water in the
body. Similarly, a significant number of candidates were aware that ADH levels increase but
made no reference to the pituitary gland. Many candidates understood that ADH increases
the permeability of the collecting duct leading to the absorption of water. Weaker answers
tended to gain one mark, often for recognising that there is an increased absorption of
water.

(c) When the body becomes dehydrated, the concentration of urine increases.

Explain the changes that occur in the body that lead to the production of

concentrated urine,
(4)

=i nypotnalanus. detecis i a.aecrease INUIOTeL .. apd

2-08 causes. e vain . elease. moe. AOH. i %heg.mm%h

2-ns couses dne aishlied. convulored shiceto ceeeas.

| [

Y / ResultsPlus
/--.\_ Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded three marks. The candidate states that the
hypothalamus detects changes in water but does not refer to the
blood. They correctly state that the pituitary gland releases ADH and
this increases permeability leading to the reabsorption of more water.
The candidate has confused the collecting duct with the distal
convoluted tubule.
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(c) When the body becomes dehydrated, the concentration of urine increases.

Explain the changes that occur in the body that lead to the production of
concentrated urine.

(4)
\aﬂmmm‘afsdﬁhﬁm,mﬂaht\hmw%ﬁ
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B

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer gained one mark for correctly stating that the permeability
increases. No mark is awarded for the mention of ADH as there is no

reference to the pituitary and the candidate does not clearly state that
water is absorbed.

\.

(c) When the body becomes dehydrated, the concentration of urine increases.

Explain the changes that occur in the body that lead to the production of
concentrated urine.

(4)

AL T . gt e AN 5 K A e CRMTE G
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Examiner Comments

This answer gained two marks for correctly referring to the absorption
of water and increase in permeability of the nephron.
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(c) When the body becomes dehydrated, the concentration of urine increases.

Explain the changes that occur in the body that lead to the production of
concentrated urine.
(4)
% beeiin clode s, 55..of .. v hec.ia.. cﬂn.éo‘tj RAL........
S8 proco-. DY . Benn. Ra. ﬁ@%y@mf 7

NCLCOKR... Lo
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Examiner Comments

This answer gained four marks. The candidate correctly stated that
ADH is released from the pituitary gland and this causes the collecting
duct to become more permeable and absorb more water.
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Question 5 (a)(i)

This calculation required candidates to recognise that one of the values in the table was an
anomaly and so should not be included in the mean. Candidates then had to calculate the
mean and give their answer to two decimal places. Most candidates gained at least one
mark. Many recognised that one value was anomalous and went on to calculate a correct
mean value. Some candidates used all four values to calculate a mean, often gaining two
marks. The majority of candidates were able to calculate a mean and if they did not gain all
three marks, it was typically for not recognising that one of the values was anomalous or did
not give an answer to two decimal places.

(a) The table shows the student’s results for the volumes of gelatine digested at pH 4.

1 0.55
2 1.89 &1 A"‘”’ﬁ
3 0.54
4 0.61

(i) Calculate the mean volume of gelatine digested in cm?®,
Give your answer to two decimal places..
£ ‘ (3)
p.5s+0s5% ot — o sHLe
/ -
o - p.57 (24

mean volume = .7 .. Lo cm?

V ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This answer gained three marks. The calculation is set out clearly with
all the working.
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(i) Calculate the mean volume of gelatine digested in cm?,

Give your answer to two decimal places.

5 s ro Sdroe\t 1B

3.€q oy 0 -85
'
l = @-'Z.C\':]-s'
= Oq Gm}’

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark. The candidate has not excluded
the anomaly and not given the final value to two decimal places.

(i} Calculate the mean volume of gelatine digested in cm?.

Give your answer to two decimal places.

(3)
0.8 4 L.§q 46. 0™ +0,6)
-
=690
mean volume = O‘}O cm?

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded two marks. The candidate has calculated the
mean value to two decimal places but did not exclude the anomaly.
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

Most candidates correctly stated that the products of protein digestion are amino acids or
peptides. A few candidates incorrectly suggested fatty acids or glucose.

(i) State what substances are produced when the gelatine protein is digested.
(1)

L I (S A

N

\’k / ResultsPlus

/--J. Examiner Comments

This is an example of a correct answer that gained one mark.
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Question 5 (b)(i)

This question required candidates to suggest two variables that would need to be controlled
to allow a valid comparison. Many candidates were able to gain at least one mark with a
significant number going on to gain a second. Common correct answers included
concentration of gelatine, temperature and time taken. Some candidates gave vague
references to amounts of buffer or gelatine - candidates should try to use more precise
language such as volume or mass.

(i) Give two variables the student should control.
(2)

1 The Yepreaune, OF e wokeo bath
2. ..o ST P SoupeRd o finage | Wice

N

Y

Y / ResultsPlus
/---\. Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark for correctly stating that the
temperature would need to be controlled. No mark was awarded for
the amount of buffer - if the candidate had referred to volume, a
second mark would have been awarded.

() Give two variables the student should control.
{2)

N

Y

/ ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded two marks for correctly stating that the
temperature and the volume of buffer would have to be kept constant.
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Question 5 (b)(ii)

Most candidate were familiar with the effect of pH on enzymes and gained at least one mark.
Many correctly stated that as pH increases to five, the volume of gelatine digested increased
and then when the pH increased further, the volume digested decreased. Many candidates
correctly recognised that the optimal pH would be close to 5 and that the enzyme denatures
when pH is high or low. Many excellent descriptions of denaturation were seen, with many
candidates going on to explain that when the enzyme denatures, the substrate will no longer
bind to the active site. Weaker answers tended to describe the data without giving any
explanations. Some candidates also incorrectly referred to optimal temperatures.

(ii) Explain the effect of changing the pH on the mean volume of
gelatine digested.

(3)

i{ ( ResultsPlus
I‘/'--J. Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded three marks. The candidate describes how
pH affects the volume of gelatine digested and goes on to explain that
as the pH moves away from the optimum, the enzyme denatures.
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(i) Explain the effect of changing the pH on the mean volume of
gelatine digested.

(3)

-
" ( ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark. The candidate states that the
optimum pH is 5 but gives no more detail.

(i) Explain the effect of changing the pH on the mean volume of
gelatine digested.

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark for correctly stating that the

optimum pH is near to five and the enzymes denature when the pH
changes.
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(i) Explain the effect of changing the pH on the mean volume of
gelatine digested.

(3)

R e I —

ﬁi’jﬂ!\'cdﬁtmmnmaphmrnpk%rﬂ-emtjm
Q&\Ea;ri’kwmmgh&mqemaj ,,,,, g oelahie...

_ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded three marks. The candidate clearly states
that a change in pH causes the enzyme to denature so that the

substrate will no longer bind. The candidate also correctly refers to the
optimal pH.
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Question 5 (c)

This answer was well answered by most candidates and it was clear that after studying the
Advance Information, many candidates had prepared for this topic carefully. Most correctly
referred to the use of biuret reagents to test for protein and went on to give the correct
colour change. Some candidates suggested the wrong tests (often Benedict's test) and / or
gave the wrong colour change.

(c) Describe how to test for the presence of protein.
(2)

Wt 7. 5% 8 Tn%*l"z&r&'v\hamd.d ........ -EabcLS&um,
T T KRS bl oudlde L Ons....f... Bivihe k. Solulisa..

A = 1R ¥l I o 25 O 7.9 SOSSNNNE - TN oo 0

- 'Ifh‘pr@ LN LS. RCSEnT, b SO 6 A\ i

o~ At colgur -
- TR . (Total for Question 5 =11 marks)
PO TRt PE TR R Soiube g

N

V ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This answer gained two marks for correctly stating that the biuret
solution is added and that the colour changes to mauve.

(c) Describe how to test for the presence of protein.

V ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark for correctly stating that the biuret
solution would be used but the colour change is incorrect, so no
second mark was awarded.
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Question 6 (a)

This question was well answered by many candidates. Most appreciated that having less
haemoglobin would reduce the oxygen transported and many candidates went on to explain
that this would reduce the respiration rate of body tissues. Many also correctly stated that
there would be less oxygen transported to the muscles although a significant number simply
stated that less oxygen would be transported to the body. Candidates should always try to
refer to the affected structures, organs and tissues. Some candidates gave vague references
to reduced transport of energy - candidates should always refer to transport of oxygen when
discussing haemoglobin.

6 Beta thalassaemia is a genetic condition caused by a mutation in a gene

for haemoglobin.
People with beta thalassaemia produce less haemoglobin and fewer red blood cells

than people without the condition.

(a) Explain why people with beta thalassaemia may experience severe tiredness.
(2)

Peodle _nlsh  beta Tholsstemin it experieace

SO {emtr 0K99Cn [S betn transputtd  to the.
Celle This_mean the el bid cell can nst.
or (en't_bake the Copn(ily  1¢ dranspe-t
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y ( ResultsPlus
:/""-“- Examiner Comments
This answer was awarded one mark for correctly stating that less

oxygen would be transported. No second mark was awarded as there
was no reference to muscles or respiration.
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(a) Explain why people with beta thalassaemia may experience severe tiredness.
(2)

Qa@?kw&'-’rkqﬁonéﬁf“*mm angwtac&'\'raéapﬁi ....... beca
'{'LLM(\QQE.& ........... nuﬁﬁ*@&miw \j“wvﬂ-ﬁh&%‘l‘)ﬂ\'ﬂi
J}ﬂﬁgw«é\ouﬂg‘-%hmgmﬁfﬂlvlma .............
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-
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i Examiner Comments

This answer was awarded one mark for stating that less oxygen is
transported. There is no mention of respiration or muscles.

(a) Explain why people with beta thalassaemia may experience severe tiredness.
(2)

. They nave. 125 heemogidach, tneredo(L L35 oxyden can be. ...
transforted around the body fur respuradion
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; Examiner Comments

This excellent answer gained two marks. The candidate correctly refers
to the reduced transport of oxygen and goes on to explain that there
would be less respiration.
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Question 6 (b)(i)

This question was well answered with many candidates gaining both marks. Most
understood the base pair rule and that RNA contains uracil rather than thymine. A few
candidates did not replace thymine with uracil and so gained one mark.

() The strand of RNA used in this treatment is complementary to one strand of
the DNA in the haemoglobin gene.

Give the base sequence of RNA that is complementary to this sequence
of DNA.

(2)
DNA strand AATGGCGGCTCA

RNAstrand ..o OMACC G AN e,

S{‘ { ResultsPlus
/“--1 Examiner Comments

This correct answer gained two marks. The candidate has shown the
correct base pairing and recognised that U replaces T.

(i) The strand of RNA used in this treatment is complementary to one strand of
the DNA in the haemoglobin gene.

Give the base sequence of RNA that is complementary to this sequence
of DNA.

(2)
DNA strand AATGGCGGCTCA

RNA strand TTACc 6cece ARG

S{ { ResultsPlus

/'--*. Examiner Comments

This answer was given one mark. The base pairing is correct but the
candidate has not replaced T with U.

55 International GCSE Biology 4BI1 2B



Question 6 (b)(ii)

This question generated a wide range of responses. Many outstandingly accurate and
detailed answers that gained full marks were seen. A significant number of answers
contained detail of an A level standard that went well beyond the requirements of the
International GCSE specification. Many candidates wrote well organised descriptions of
'transcription' and 'translation’ using technical terms such as '‘codons' and 'anticodons'. Some
candidates were aware of the terminology involved in protein synthesis but did not use it
accurately. For example, transcription and translation were sometimes confused. Some
candidates did not state that mRNA and tRNA are involved and just referred to RNA
production. Another common error was the suggestion that the RNA is made from amino
acids rather than tRNA bringing amino acids to be joined together. A few candidates left the
answer blank or gave vague references to ribosomes being involved in protein synthesis. In
the specification, this topic is printed in bold and so can only be tested on paper 2 -
candidates should ensure that they pay particular attention to emboldened topics before
taking paper 2.

(i) Protein synthesis of the modified gene will produce haemoglobin.

Describe the stages of this protein synthesis.
(4)

A%

N | / ResultsPlus

'/'--.: Examiner Comments

This answer did not gain any marks. Messenger RNA is mentioned but
there is no clear indication that it has been produced from the DNA
template.
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(i) Protein synthesis of the modified gene will produce haemoglobin.

Describe the stages of this protein synthesis.

oty T M RNA. Strends. . 5imds o nbasamts _
oo goens Kot ko, £ RNA . adli = codharis. abach. tor i ribasert.

Ueids . Th, rhorewt RPLEES this Wbl Yo stop Tedon i
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer that gained all four marks. The candidate
gives a detailed, logical account of 'transcription' and 'translation’ using
all technical terms accurately.
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(ii) Protein synthesis of the modified gene will produce haemoglobin.

Describe the stages of this protein synthesis.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer that gained all four marks. All mark points
are present.
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Question 6 (b)(iii)

This question required candidates to read the information about the use of genetic
modification to treat thalassaemia and evaluate whether or not it is a better treatment than
using blood transfusions. Most candidates scored at least two marks with many going on to
gain three or four. Many candidates recognised that the new treatment was permanent,
increased the number of red blood cells and reduced the need to keep attending hospitals.
Most candidates also recognised that there were downsides to the new treatment such as
the side effects, small sample size and time scale of the trial and the need to spend time in
isolation. The examiners all commented on how well most candidates had answered the
guestion - most candidates gave both sides of the argument and considered several points.
Candidates have worked hard since the last series to improve their answers to these longer
style questions.

Evaluate the use of the new treatment compared to weekly
blood transfusions.
(4)

Despite. s ... m.(lg...._.._.§€ﬂ.§.‘m........,Mﬂ.e..........,...E.f'..f.&(;b ......... €om.. e NRM .
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This answer was awarded two marks. The candidate has stated that
the new treatment has side effects but reduces the long-time
dependence on hospitals.
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—_ Examiner Tip
If asked to evaluate information, make sure that both sides of the
argument are considered.

International GCSE Biology 4BI1 2B 60



. The new freagment Show reSuMs of \m provemeny...
~aS On increase e Yed blood o\ With Qothaens

_hoaemo Qlobiny S0 Enough OXYOeN - Iis permenonu

paHEnra
,_,,,,__qnd« *Qould exercge hgrmgl[\d Wh‘\ e

""________bxoodmm.wsm needs Weekly freat menc .

m__......g\ood 1T ansf-\JS\on, also ‘rntes ’nme as Suitabe donuc
s needed . |
Howerr the. new tearmenc has Severe Side e

Wh\ch, m\%\r\t meaw ’f\‘\&b Wt e '('00 dOh%ﬁl’OU% and carL

Cavse death . Only TNO paken pateintC parients

s USed S(} Q&m?le sige 1< hot large enovg h mure

Teaik peed o e conduc Fdl - THeE 16 1o infarmunnic bR genver,
—_age., health ,smoking,diet, et . (Total for Question 6 = 12 marks)

|

% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This excellent answer was awarded four marks. The candidate states
that the benefits of the new treatment include the fact that more red
blood cells are made, there is no risk of rejection, and there are fewer
hospital visits needed. They also give negative aspects of the treatment
such as the side effects and the fact that there is only a small sample
size.

61 International GCSE Biology 4BI1 2B



}( 12d blood (e &uah 5me lwmm&z,m
"ﬂm} IE. suweds. o Qo s, job £ anllhe b loa frorloim
_,/ﬂ-a ‘%ﬂ how). /7? M2 (| M SEN R S’wqﬂ T s 5 -
& a‘%z* Irpttter i tte hasphil ,?far/,,: verdhs At
Mewers e heatment 2ers fohe 5%6;4‘-4;&«3 &ﬂ pa
._;u;r[a hmf ﬂ;w g;;g :ﬁ: j%ab mmj
A, YN 3. paale. doreecges M.
has _gume 21de et hd ey nsful Mﬂz@
Tun os tuekly, b loed 770 /da,m': W7 ACW@/ Jlb o
50@(5 ﬂ« ﬁm/ 03 hek Ao prbnerd don e Povey,

B
% ResultsPlus
i Examiner Comments

This answer gained all four marks. Both benefits and drawbacks of the
new treatment are considered.
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Paper Summary

The general standard of answer to this paper was excellent.
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

e use technical terms accurately.
e understand all the command words listed in the specification.
e ensure that they have covered all the mathematical skills listed in the specification.
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